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Colour Run
fundraising pack

FuHing the FUN into funa/mising./




a great way to get students
or teams engaged, outdoors
and exercising!
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Step-by-step: colour run

Great for: Everyone Fun factor; &+ &+ Effort; # %%+ + £ potential: & x4+

Colour runs have been growing in popularity as a public event, but not
everyone can attend city-held runs, and there are often age restrictions.
This is where you can fill a gap in your community, hosting an event that
will promote healthy activity while being enjoyed by the whole family.

Step-by-step

1. Six months before: Agree a date with the school and ensure a key-holder is available
on the day. Book radio station to attend. Book 5t John Ambulance (or equivalent).
Start booking external stalls and portaloos, if using. Decide on the route, distance and
timings.

2. Three months before: Put together an information pack with details of the run and
T&Cs. Prepare an entry form. Finalise the entry fee and registration process, and start
advertising the event and selling tickets through an online platform or in person,
possibly offering an early-bird discount.

3. Twe meonths before: Continue promating the event, both at school and publicly
through social media. Approach local companies to ask for sponsorship. Contact local
press to come and take photographs. Work out how many volunteers and marshals
are required and put out a request to parents and staff. Collate a list of volunteers
and allocate roles. Check PTA supplies for any extras such as charcoal for the
barbecue and face paints etc.

4. One menth before: Put up the early bird ticket price, if using. If planning to sell
alcohol, apply for a Temporary Event Notice. Agree floats for any refreshments stalls
with the treasurer. Book a local fitness instructor to lead a group warm-up before the
fun,

5. Two weeks before: Finalise runner numbers and order coloured powder, plus
rmedals, certificates, T-shirts and wristbands. Running Imp can supply all of the above,
Continue to promote the event via banmers and posters. Send a press release to local
media. Ensure you have enough helpers on the day.

6. One week before: Create signage for the event and make sure the registration area,
toilets and race starting point are clear, Compile registration lists, splitting into groups
by surname.

7. On the day: Collect floats from the bank, Measure and mark out the route clearly to
ensure participants are running the distance advertised. Set up your refreshment
stalls and a registration tent or desk. Open for registration around an haur befare the
event begins, and factor in time for participants to take part in a warm-up, Have
medals/certificates ready.

8. After the event: Have a post-event debrief to discuss what worked well and what

may need tweaking for next time. Thank your volunteers after the event and ask for

feedback Give details about how much the event raised and how this will be spent,
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Tips & advice

Date: It can be too hot for this kind of event in the summer, 50 spring or autumn work well.
Ensure the event doesn't clash with local runs.

The route: Decide whether the route will have a separate start and finish, or be a circuit with
laps. Cansider whether these should differ for different ages.

Charging: You may not make much profit from the entry fee, but there are other ways to
boost profits. Make it dlear what's included in the entry fee, e.g. colour, a medal, a wristband §
or even a T-shirt, Find out how to sell event tickets anline.

Application pack: This should include event details, a sponsor form, T&Cs, an application |
form and possibly FAQs. Advise participants to wear light clothing for maximum colourful
effect, and sunglasses to protect their eyes from the powder.

Licensing: If playing music, make sure you have a music licence (the school's may cover it). If
selling alcohol, ensure you have a TEN, and, depending on numbers, rope off a serving area
limited to 500 people.

Equipment: Encourage sign-ups early to help you work out how much coloured powder to
buy. See if any local businesses can supply medals for free. Consider hiring portaloos to
avoid a mess in the school.

Boost profits: Sell refreshments, snacks, or a BBQ. Have some stalls to engage spectators,
and make sure you have plenty of extra bags of colour to sell on the day!

Sponsorship: Encourage participants to collect sponsorship by setting up an event page on
a platform such as JustGiving or Give As You Live Donate.

Velunteers: Volunteers are required to register participants, act as marshals, run stalls,
hand out water or medals, set up and clear away. Talk to organisers of any lecal running
events to see if they can help.

Registration: Make sure your registration lists are organised in a logical order, split into ’
manageable chunks. Boost the atmosphere with music or a group warm-up.
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15th April 2026

students paid £15
£5 towards powder, £5 towards glasses and headbands, £5 donation
to LLNI. Snacks and drinks were sponsored by local companies

total raised: £4500

‘ ‘ Orgamsmg a charnty colour run for Ball lymena Academy Grammar
School was both a rewardmg and demandmg experlence especm//y
cooralma'fmg an event for 900 qu//s aged 12-18. Carefu anmng was
needed fo manage /o_qis'fics, safe'f_lj, and scheduling across such a large
and varied age group, but the enthusiasm of the students made if
worthwhile. ngaging the local communify F/ayed a /eey role in the
event's success, with businesses and families offering suppor+ 'leough
s‘pansorshila and ‘parﬁcipaﬁan. Providin_q each runner with a colour run
‘pac/e—inc/uding sung/asses, a headband, and a T—shir*—he{ped build
excitement and created a sfrong sense of wmly on the day ma/emg
the event both memorable and impac'ffu/ for everyone involved,
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For further practical information
and supplies contact:
https://www.eventcolour.co.uk/

a helpful guide can be found here:
https://eventcolour.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2025/02/ORGANISING-YOUR-COLOUR-RUN-
EVENT-2025.pdf

for fundraising and to contact the charity
please call us on 02890 972928 or
info@llni.co.uk




	Colour Run fundraising pack
	A colour run is a fun run with a difference,  where participants, marshals and spectators throw buckets full of brightly coloured powder at the runners
	CASE STUDY

	Ballymena Academy 15 April 2026

	total raised: £4500
	Organising a charity colour run for Ballymena Academy Grammar School was both a rewarding and demanding experience, especially coordinating an event for 900 pupils aged 12–18. Careful planning was needed to manage logistics, safety, and scheduling across such a large and varied age group, but the enthusiasm of the students made it worthwhile. Engaging the local community played a key role in the event’s success, with businesses and families offering support through sponsorship and participation. Providing each runner with a colour run pack—including sunglasses, a headband, and a T-shirt—helped build excitement and created a strong sense of unity on the day, making the event both memorable and impactful for everyone involved.                                         John Nichol                                             Ballymena Academy
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	for fundraising and to contact the charity please call us on 02890 972928 or info@llni.co.uk

